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Sun, August 22, 2004 

Summer off sees Tories dip in poll 
By BILL RODGERS, OTTAWA BUREAU CHIEF 

 
OTTAWA -- The summer disappearing act of 
Conservative Leader Stephen Harper and his 
party has some members grumbling as a new 
SES/Sun Media poll shows the party's 
popularity dropping in every region but 
Western Canada. The post-election survey of 
1,000 Canadians taken earlier this month has 
the Conservatives' national support dipping to 
26% from the party's 30% showing in the June 
28 election.  

The drop is even steeper in vote-rich Ontario 
where support has trailed off to 27% from an 
election day high of 32%.  

"The last time voters heard from the party this 
summer was when Leader Stephen Harper 
was musing about stepping down," said one 
frustrated senior Conservative.  

"And at the same time, the words of Randy 
White were still ringing in voters' ears."  

White, a B.C. MP, landed Harper's campaign 
in hot water days before the election for 
remarks he made about gay marriage, the 
notwithstanding clause and the role of the 
courts.  

A spokesman for Harper refused to discuss the 
poll numbers.  

"We're going to stick to our general rule. We're 
not going to comment on poll numbers," said 
Carolyn Stewart-Olsen, Harper's press 
secretary.  

 

Product
KZG GOLF 
BLACK 5 WOOD 
HEADCOVER 
BLACK NEW
Price C $5.84
Stretch Charm 
Bracelet Golf Theme 
Enamel Color 
Charms
Price C $5.18
Sega Megadrive 
PGA Tour Golf 3 
Rare Collectable
Price C $2.34
GOLF BALL Laser 
Italian Charms 
Charm
Price C $1.29
Cleveland Launcher 
460 8.5" W/ Reg 
Launcher Golf Grph

Price C 
$250.58

NEW ORLEANS 
SAINTS FOOTBAL
L HELMET GOLF 
HEADCOVER 
NEW

Price C 
$19.47

Garry Player golf 
ball, with tees, 
markers.
Price C $5.55
View all 40671 
items on eBay

Type or Name 

City Province
AB



   Canoe.ca 
   Edmonton Sun 
   London Free Press 
   Ottawa Sun 
   Toronto Sun 
   Winnipeg Sun 
   Bowes Publishers 

The SES poll shows the Martin Grits with the 
support of 38% of committed voters. The party has made post-
election gains in every region of the country except Quebec. The 
New Democrats are also up slightly since the June election with 
17% of committed voter support.  

The Aug. 5-11 phone survey is considered accurate to within 
3.1%, plus or minus, 19 times out of 20.  
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